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for a new Chancellor compelled Courtena/s retire-
ment. It was not until the following January, on
the marriage of the King to Anne of Bohemia,
that the beheadings and burnings and disembowel-
lings ceased, and the seven thousand victims were
held to have paid the debt of revolt.

But it was necessary that Wyclif also should suffer
for the suspicions which had fallen upon him. He
was accused of having contributed to bring about
the disorders, and there would naturally be a preju-
dice against him In the minds of some who had
hitherto favoured his cause. In the spring of 1382
Courtenay was directed by Parliament to Inquire
into the doctrines of the Rector of Lutterworth, on
the express ground that he and his preachers had
disturbed the peace of the realm. It is doubtful
how far this mandate proceeded from a majority in
both Houses; and, considering that the Commons
soon afterwards refused to agree to the suppression of
the Poor Priests when this had been proposed by the
bishops and barons, it seems unlikely that the popular
representatives should have ordered the proceedings
against Wyclif In a message which so entirely pre-
judged his case. We can easily imagine what argu-
ments the primate would employ to convince the
Lords of the wisdom and necessity of a prosecution.
When John Ball had been condemned to death
Courtenay had obtained for him a respite of two
days, during which he had wrestled with the " mad
priest" for his soul; and he may have been able to
assure his colleagues In perfect good faith that he
had traced out all the ramifications of the doctrine